A Dec 15, 2020 PRESS RELEASE headline read: “U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Finds
Endangered Species Act Listing for Monarch Butterfly Warranted but Precluded”

After a thorough assessment of the monarch butterfly’s status, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has found that adding the monarch butterfly to the list of threatened and
endangered species is warranted but precluded by work on higher-priority listing actions.
With this decision, the monarch becomes a candidate for listing under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), and its status will be reviewed each year until it is no longer a
candidate.

In 2020, Northampton Borough Council authorized a project to enhance the Canal Street
Park as a sanctuary for Monarch Butterflies to live and propagate. A proposed Riverview
Garden site was selected across from the Hungarian Hall. The Borough retained the
services of a landscape planner to design a proper Monarch Butterfly Waystation. Here is
why this is important.

Each fall, hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate from the United States and
Canada to mountains in central Mexico where they wait out the winter until conditions favor
a return flight in the spring. The monarch migration is truly one of the world's greatest
natural wonders yet it is threatened by habitat loss at overwintering grounds in Mexico and
throughout breeding areas in the United States and Canada.

Northampton Borough Council appreciates the value of hosting the Monarch Butterfly near
the important Delaware and Lehigh Heritage Corridor Trail that serves so many Borough
residents and visitors who walk and bike the trail as tourists to Northampton Borough,
Northampton County & the River Central Region.



